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WAIT TIMES

We are seeing an increase in very sick kids and teens during this cold and flu season, which has led to longer wait times in our Emergency Departments and Urgent Care Centers. Thank you for your patience.
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                                                                At Children’s, we don’t treat kids like tiny adults—because they’re not. Our team of pediatric specialists understands that from the ages of 0 to 18, kids have very different medical and emotional needs than adults. That’s why we strive to provide the best possible care and experience for every child. 
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        When you’re a parent, it may seem like you blink and they’re all grown up. However, your child may be growing for longer than you think. Because until the age of 21, her body and mind is still developing. That’s why she needs specialized pediatric care. 

So, how does pediatric medicine differ from adult medicine?

In short, it greatly impacts their care. Here are the top three reasons why you should always take your child or teen to a pediatric hospital.

	Kids have very different medical needs.

According to James D. Fortenberry, MD, Pediatrician-in-Chief at Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta, “Children aren't just small adults. Sure, kids and adults have the same organs and systems, but children's bodies are still developing and growing, even as teenagers. The body may function differently at different ages. Their medical team has to take that into account, anticipating how their bodies specifically act and react compared to adults, and how treatment will impact them down the road. They also have to be experts in performing procedures on much tinier little ones."

    At Children’s, our campuses have kid-sized equipment that many adult hospitals don’t have—from blood pressure cuffs to needles for tiny veins. Our team of doctors and nurses are pediatric specialists with the expertise to tailor testing, medicines and treatments to kids’ unique needs. They know that kids' livers process medication differently. We understand what to look for in a hard-to-read X-ray of a growth plate or that placing a breathing tube in a child's not-fully-developed throat isn't the same as doing it for an adult.

    	Kids have different emotional needs.

Pediatric specialists understand that kids need to feel safe. “It takes knowing how to communicate and build trust, from infants who can't yet talk and preschoolers too shy and scared to talk to teens who do their best to say as little as possible," says Dr. Fortenberry. "It may mean helping your child get through a 45-minute MRI, or using medical and therapeutic play to explain an upcoming procedure, test or surgery.” That’s why our staff is specially trained to address the very different emotional needs of kids.

    	Kids have different environmental needs.

Pediatric hospitals like Children's are designed to take as much sting out of being in the hospital as possible. Bright, cheery rooms, streaming natural light, playrooms and activities make for a kid-friendly place that is fun, inviting and safe.

    Having mom, dad and siblings around makes a difference, too. That is why we work to support you offering a number of thoughtful amenities and programs for the whole family.



    


    

    
        Going the Extra Mile to Equip You With the Resources You Need 
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            How Are Kids' Bones Different From Adults' Bones?
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            Why Do Kids Under 18 Need a Pediatric Orthopedic Specialist? 
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            Why a Pediatrician for a Sports Physical?
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            Avoiding Medication Mistakes with Your Kids
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        Whether we’re treating a toddler during an emergency or helping a teen through chemotherapy treatments—our team of pediatric experts will make sure your child is as and comfortable as possible in our care.

As the largest pediatric healthcare provider in Georgia and one of the top-rated children’s hospitals in the country, we have resources like:

	More than 2,300 physicians representing more than 60 pediatric specialties and programs
	Three hospitals with 673 licensed beds.
	Marcus Autism Center: maximizing potential for all kids with autism spectrum disorder (ASD).
	Center for Advanced Pediatrics: bringing complex care specialists, modern technology and advanced research under one roof. 
	A team of more than 12,700 employees who are all committed to your child’s well-being. 


No matter what your child’s health condition is, you can be confident in our experience and skill in treating it. We provide world-class care in more than 60 pediatric specialties and we’re continually named one of the best children’s hospitals in the nation by U.S. News & World Report.
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              We’re Here to Help
             Choose Children’s for your child’s care.

            Children’s three hospitals, including emergency care for children of all ages, and several Urgent Care Centers, give you quick access to pediatric specialists and treatments. 

             Find a Location
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              Our Future Campus
             Transforming pediatric care for brighter tomorrows

            We’re building an innovative hospital just for kids that will represent the most significant investment we've made since Children's was founded. Our future campus will attract medical luminaries from around the globe to change pediatrics for generations to come.

             JOIN US
        


    





    
        Why Children's? Our Patients Can Describe It Best.   
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            Bailey's Family Crossed State Lines for Spine Surgery
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            Ariana Finds a Happy Distraction From Sickle Cell Disease
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            A Unique Surgery Gave Jude a Shot at Playing Sports After Cancer
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                            Children’s License Agreement

                        

                        
                            Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta (“CHOA”) provides free access to certain materials and information, documentation, forms, questionnaires and diagrams relating to the study, prevention, and treatment of concussions via this website and its related pages, including without limitation, for your reference or download (collectively, the “Concussion Program Materials”) as described in this License agreement (“Agreement”).  By accessing the Concussion Program Materials, you accept and agree to the terms and conditions of this Agreement.



1.	Right to Access and Use.  CHOA hereby provides you a fully-paid, nontransferable, nonexclusive, personal right and license to access, download, or otherwise use any Concussion Program Materials solely for the following purposes:



(i)	if you are accessing the materials as a parent, you may use the Concussion Program Materials for your personal, non-commercial use to educate yourself and your family on concussion prevention and treatment for a child; 



(ii)	if you are accessing the materials as an athletics coach or on behalf of a school organization, you may use the Concussion Program Materials to promote concussion safety to your staff, students and athletes and to create appropriate concussion management procedures; and 



(iii)	if you are a healthcare provider, you may use the Concussion Program Materials for your personal, professional development to enhance your medical knowledge in the field of concussions.  You acknowledge the Concussion Program Materials are not to be used as definitive diagnostic tools with any specific patient and your independent medical judgment will be used to treat any patient.



You must maintain all CHOA proprietary notices on the Concussion Program Materials. You may not copy, modify, adapt, reverse engineer or create derivative works of the Concussion Program Materials or remove any copyright or other proprietary rights notices therefrom.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, where indicated in the Concussion Program Materials, schools and sports organizations  are permitted to co-brand certain of the Concussion Program Materials with CHOA’s prior written consent. Additionally, schools, sports programs and recreational leagues may put their own logo on the Concussion Policy and modify it to meet their needs. CHOA may update, replace or remove some or all of the Concussion Program Materials from time to time, and you should check back with the website to determine if the Concussion Program Materials you downloaded are current.



2.	Reservation of Rights.  Except for the limited license provided to you in Section 1 of this Agreement, no express or implied license, right, or ownership interest of any kind is granted to you with respect to any of the Concussion Program Materials or any copyrights, trademarks, or other intellectual property rights therein.  CHOA reserves all rights not expressly granted in this Agreement.



3.	Disclaimer of Medical Advice.  The Concussion Program Materials do not constitute specific medical advice and are provided as information resources only.  The Concussion Program Materials do not create a patient-physician relationship and should not be used as a substitute for professional advice and treatment from a licensed doctor.  In the case of a concern, a medical professional should be consulted.  In the event of an emergency, you should call 911 or go to the nearest emergency department immediately.  By licensing the Concussion Program Materials, CHOA is not assuming any duty to update the Concussion Program Materials, and you are responsible for reviewing and approving the Concussion Program Materials for your use. 



4.	No Warranties.  While CHOA makes efforts to provide materials that accurately reflect the research and information CHOA is authorized to make available publicly, THE CONCUSSION PROGRAM AND ALL RELATED MATERIALS ARE MADE AVAILABLE TO YOU ON AN “AS IS” BASIS AND CHOA DISCLAIMS ANY AND ALL WARRANTIES, WHETHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, WITHOUT LIMITATION ANY WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, TITLE, AND NON-INFRINGEMENT.  



5.	Limitation of Liability.  IN NO EVENT WILL CHOA OR ITS AFFILIATES, OR ANY OF THE OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, SHAREHOLDERS, EMPLOYEES, AGENTS OR REPRESENTATIVES OF CHOA OR ITS AFFILIATES, BE LIABLE TO YOU FOR ANY INDIRECT, SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL, EXEMPLARY, OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES OR LOSS OF GOODWILL OR PROFIT IN ANY WAY ARISING FROM OR RELATING TO THIS AGREEMENT OR THE MATERIALS, HEREUNDER, INCLUDING THE FAILURE OF ESSENTIAL PURPOSE, EVEN IF NOTIFIED OF THE POSSIBILITY OR LIKELIHOOD OF SUCH DAMAGES.  IN ANY EVENT, THE LIABILITY OF CHOA AND ITS AFFILIATES, AND THE OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, SHAREHOLDERS, EMPLOYEES, AGENTS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF CHOA AND ITS AFFILIATES, FOR ANY DAMAGES WHATSOEVER, SHALL NOT EXCEED ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS. 



6.	Governing Law.  This Agreement shall be construed and governed in accordance with the laws of the State of Georgia of the United States of America, without regard to its rules regarding conflicts of law.



7.	General.  This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the parties regarding its subject matter and supersedes any prior understanding or agreement respecting the subject matter of this Agreement.  You irrevocably waive any and all right to trial by jury in any legal proceeding arising out of or relating to this Agreement or Concussion Program Materials.  If any provision of this Agreement is held invalid, the remainder of this Agreement will continue in full force and effect.
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